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August 11, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians,

On Monday night, the Fox Chapel Area School Board approved the district’s Health and Safety
Plan for the 2021-2022 school year. The plan requires face coverings for ALL students in
pre-kindergarten to grade 12 at all times while indoors. All teachers and staff will also be
required to wear a mask indoors. Only those with a medical exemption signed by their physician
will be exempt from wearing a mask. Students and staff may remove their masks while eating or
drinking inside and during mask breaks when socially distanced to the extent feasible. You may
review the Health and Safety Plan for the 2021-2022 school year at www.fcasd.edu/2021-2022.

I recognize and respect that there are many different opinions in our community about what the
district should and should not do surrounding health and safety. I am deeply troubled, though,
that during our recent School Board meeting, some members of the public that were in
attendance compared the decisions that the district and School Board were making regarding
student health and safety planning to the atrocities of the Holocaust, including a visible display
of a Nazi salute directed at the Board. Anti-Semitic and all hateful speech and actions have
no place in our district, and the Fox Chapel Area School District denounces hateful
comments, signs, and symbols in all forms. As a school district, we will continue to focus on
diversity, equity, and inclusion to help our students now and into their futures. When words and
visible actions of hate become part of a public gathering in our school district, it highlights the
continued work that we all need to do as a community.

As we move toward the 2021-2022 school year together, the Fox Chapel Area School District
remains steadfastly committed to reflecting the district’s core values of respect, responsibility,
and integrity. It is important that we work together in the interests of opening school and that all
of us support efforts that will enable us to stay in school and minimize interruptions. It is also
important that all of us model calmness and reassurance for our children, and for all members of
the Fox Chapel Area family.

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent
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